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Five Ways to Maintain Control of Your Divorce

Ending your marriage can be emotionally and financially painful. By following the five rules listed be-
low, it is possible to avoid hours (if not days) in court, control your legal expenses and be able to get
through the pain of divorce and move on with your life.

Before you begin negotiating a property division you must thoroughly understand your as-
sets and your debts. To divide up property without a thorough inventory could prove to be
detrimental to you and your pocket book.

Gather as much information with respect to your assets and debts as possible. Gathering in-
formation through your attorney is generally called “discovery”. Although discovery is some-
times necessary, ask your lawyer what you can do to help gather this information yourself as
it will save you money. Also, if you and your spouse are able to communicate it would be in
both of your best interests to exchange this information with one another.

Before making a decision with respect to property division, maintenance or financial issues,
seek the advice of a qualified tax specialist. Generally, your attorney is not a tax specialist
although he or she will be able to retain the services of an appropriate professional. The tax
impact of an agreement should be addressed before the agreement to avoid unfortunate
surprises many months if not years after the divorce. Make sure that your lawyer is aware of
your tax concerns so that the appropriate professional can be retained. Although it may in-
crease your divorce expenses, it may save you thousands of dollars in the long run.

Be careful in allowing others to dictate the terms of your divorce. Remember, this is your
divorce and no one can or should tell you what you should be feeling, saying and doing.
Rely on your judgment and discuss your feelings with your attorney. The two of you will do
a better job of dealing with these issues then leaving it up to friends, family members and
others.

Last, if your spouse has filed a divorce be careful of trying to win him or her back by being
generous. Often times, this generosity only leads to more debts and lost assets. There are
ways to reunite that can be discussed with your lawyer; however, it is my experience that
“giving up the farm” is not the way to gain the love and the return of your spouse.

Ending your marriage by divorce is painful. However, it can also be the start of
a new, bright future. How you end your marriage may very well dictate how
long it will take to recover. A qualified attorney who listens and understands
your needs, provide you with sound, legal advice at the appropriate time and
retains the services of other experts to assist you can make your divorce less ex-
pensive, both emotionally and financially, so that you can start your “new life” as
soon as possible.

Should you, a loved one, friend or co-worker need the services of a
qualified divorce attorney who will listen and respect your needs,

please contact us toll free at
(866) 455-2993.
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